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Most people think of New Jersey as a suburban-industrial corridor that runs between New York and

Philadelphia. Yet in the low center of the state is a near wilderness, larger than most national parks,

which has been known since the seventeenth century as the Pine Barrens.The term refers to the

predominant trees in the vast forests that cover the area and to the quality of the soils below, which

are too sandy and acid to be good for farming. On all sides, however, developments of one kind or

another have gradually moved in, so that now the central and integral forest is reduced to about a

thousand square miles. Although New Jersey has the heaviest population density of any state, huge

segments of the Pine Barrens remain uninhabited. The few people who dwell in the region, the

"Pineys," are little known and often misunderstood. Here McPhee uses his uncanny skills as a

journalist to explore the history of the region and describe the peopleâ€•and their distinctive

folkloreâ€•who call it home.
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This amazing, still relevant book is the Main Selection for ONE BOOK NEW JERSEY- a state wide

reading initiative that supports literacy and celebrates New Jersey's Libraries. John McPhee's

elegant hand offers the whole world focused through the filter of the New Jersey Pine Barrens**

Check out all the details at [...] 1999 Pulitzer Prize Winner and native New Jerseyan John McPhee

spoke compellingly at the 'kick-off' press conference recently at the Princeton Public Library and

mentioned that having the chance to revisit "The Pine Barrens" through the new statewide reading

program has presented him with a rare opportunity. "One of the things in my work," he said, "is that



you have to move on to the next thing. But I have a lot of nostolgia for the things I write about." In

"The Pine Barrens," Mr. McPhee combines detailed descriptions of the region's culture, ecology and

history with anecdotes gleaned from meeting its residents through his travels. Born and raised in

Princeton and a professor at his alma mater, Princeton University, Mr. McPhee said the selection of

his book is terrific. "I was really quite amazed that 40 years after I started in on it," it's still relevant,

he said. "I'm glad it's alive." A friend from his days at Princeton High School suggested the Pine

Barrens as a subject, Mr. McPhee said. "He said there are holes in the ground so deep there's no

bottom and the people, they're dangerous and all that," Mr. McPhee recalled. The Pinelands,

totaling 1.1 million acres and encompassing 22 percent of New Jersey's land area, is host to

legends, myth and intrigue about its residents, sometimes referred to as the Pineys. Mr.
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